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Propoced by the FCC FCC 5M4-1128
for the 89th Congress, lst Session 59955

A BILL

To amend the Communications Act of 193k, as amended,
to conform to the Convention for the Safety of Life
at Sea, London (1960).

Be it enacted by the Senste and 8 :

United States of America in Congress sssembled, That section 3 of the

Communications Act of 1934, as amended, is eamended as follows:

(a)

Subsection {w) is amended by adding paragraph (5) to read

as follows:

(v)

(c)

"(5) ‘'Nuclear ship' means & ship provided with a nuclear
power plant.'

Subsection (x) is amended to read as follows:

"(x) 'Rediotelegraph auto alarm' on a ship of the United States
subject to the provisions of part II of title III of this Act
means an automatic alarm receiving apparatus which responds to
the radiotelegraph alarm,signal and has been approved by

the Commission. ‘'Radiotelegraph auto alarm' on & foreign ship
means an evtomatic alarmreceiving apparstus which responds

to the radiotelegraph alarm signal and has been spproved by
the govermment of the country in which the ship is registered:
Provided, That the United States and the country in which the
shlp is registered are parties to the same treaty, convention,
or agreement prescribing the requirements for such apparatus.
Nothing in this Act or in any other provision of law shall be
construed to require the recognition of a radiotelegraph auto
alarm as complying with part II of title III of this Act, on a
foreign ship subject to such part, where the country in which the
ship is registered end the United States are not parties to the
same treabty, convention, or agreement prescri'bing the require-
ments for such apparatus.

Subsection (y) is amended to read as follows:

¥(y)(1) 'Operator' on a ship of the United States means, for the
purpose of parts II and III of title IIT of this Act, a person
holding a radio operator's license of the proper class as pre-
seribed and issued by the Commission.
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"(2) ‘Operator' on a foreign ship means, for the purpose of

part II of title III of this Act, a person holding a certifi-
cate as such of the proper class complying with the provisions

of the Radio Regulations snnexed to the International Tele-
communications Convention in force, or complying with an egree-
ment or treaty between the United States and the country in which

the ship is registered.

(a) Subsection (z) is redesignated "(aa)" and & new subsection (z)

is added as follows:

"(z)(1) ‘'Radie officer' on a ship of the United States means,
for the purpose of part II of title III of this Act, a person
holding at least a first or second class radictelegraph operator's
license as prescribed and issued by the Commission.

"(2) 'Redio Officer' on & foreign ship means, for the purpose
of part II of title III of this Act, a person holding at least &
first or second class radictelegraph operator's certificate com-
plying with the provisions of the Redio Regulations amnexed to
the International Telecommunication Convention in force."

(e) Present subsections "(aa)" through "(dd)" are redesignated as.

"(bb)" through "(ee)", respectively.
(£) Present subsections “(ee)" and "(££)" are deleted and the precent

subsection "(gg)" is redesignated f'(f:ﬁ')".

SEC. 2. (a) Section 351 of such Act, as smended, is amended by

revising the heading towad as follows:
"SHIP RADIO STATTONS AND OPERATIONS"

(b) Subsection (&) of section 351 of such Act ,' as amended, is amended

to read as follows:

"sEC. 351. (a) Except as provided in section 352 hereof it shall be
unlawful -

(1) For any ship of the United States, other than a cargo ship

- of less than three hundred gross tons, to be navigated in the
‘open sea outside of a harbor or port, or for eny ship of the
United States or esny foreign country, other than a cargo ship
of less than three hundred gross tons, to leave or attempt to
leave any harber or pert of the United Bhates for a voyesga in
the open sea, unless such ship is equipped with an efficient
vadio station in operating condition, as specified by
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subparagraphs (1) and (ii) of this paragraph, in charge of

and operated by one or more radio officers or operators,
adequately installed and protected zo as to insure proper
operation, end so as not to endanger the ship and radlo station
a5 hereinafter provided, and, in the cese of a ship of the United
States, unless there 1s on board a valid station license issued
in accordance with this Act.

(1) Passenger ships irrespective of size and cargo
ships of 1,600 gross ‘tons and upwards shall be equipped
with a radiotelegraph station complying with {the pro-
visions of this part;

(11) Cargo ships of 300 gross tons and upwards but
less than 1,600 gross tons, unless equipped with a
radiotelegraph station complying with the provisions of
this part, shall be equipped with a radiotelephone station
complying with the provisions of this part.

"(2) Tor any ship of the United States of sixteen hundred gross
tons and upwards to be navigated in the open sea outside of a
harbor or port, or for any such ship of the United States or any
foreign country to leave or attempt to leave any harbor or port
of the United States for a voyage in the open sea, unless such.
ship is equipped with efficlent radio direction finding apparatus
approved by the Commission, properly adjusted in operating con-
dition as hereinafter provided.”

. SEC. 3. (a) Subsection (a) of section 352 of such Act, as amended,
is amended to Tead as follows:
"SEC. 352 (a) % % %

"(6) A ship navigating solely on any bays, sounds, rivers,

or protected waters within the jurisdiction of the United States,
or to a ship leaving or attempting to = leave any harbor or port
of the United States for a voyage solely on eny bays, sounds,
rivers, or protected wa:bers within the jurisdiction of the United
States;

"(7) A ship navigating solely on the Great Lekes of North
America and the River St. lLawrence as far east as a straight
line drawn from Cap des Rosiers to West Point, Anticosti Island
and, on the north side of Anticosti Island, the 63rd Mexridian,
or to a ship leaving or attempting to leave any harbor or port
of the United States for a voyage solely on such waters and
within such area;
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“(8) A ship which is navigated during the course of a
voyage both on the Great Lakes of North America and in
the open sea, during the period while such ship is being
navigated within the Great Lekes of North Americe and
their commecting and tributary waters as far east as the
lower exit of the St. Lambert Lock at Montreal in the

Province of Quebec, Canada."
(b) Subsection (b) of section 352 of such Act, as amended, is.

amended by changing the introductory text and paragraph (1) to reed as

*

follows:

"(b) Except for nuclear ships, the Commission may, if it

considers that the route or the conditions of the voysge or

other circumstances are such as to render a radio station unreasonable
or unnecessary for the purposes of this part, exempt from the
provisions of this part any ship or class of ships which falls

within any of the following descriptions:

"(1) Passenger ships which in the course of their voyage
do not go more than twenty nautical miles from the nearest
land or, alternatively, do not go more than two hundred

LN

nautical miles between two consecutive ports;

(¢) Section 352 of such Act, as smended, is further emended by adding

a new subsection (d) theretoto'read as follows:

1 "(d) Except for nuclear ships, the Commission may exempt any
ship not subject to the Safety Convention, and any ship ol less
than 5,000 gross tons subJect to the Safety Convention, from the
redio direction finding apparatus requirements of this part if
it considers that the route or conditions of the voyage are such
as to render the provision of :such spparatus unreasonable or
unnecessary. " . : .

SEC. 4. Section 353 of such Act, as amended, is amended to read as

follows:

"RADIO OFFICERS, WATCHES, AUTO ALARM -
~ RADIOTELEGRAPH EQUIPPED SHIPS

"sEC., 353. (a) Each cargo sh:fp which in accordance with this

part is equipped with a radiotelegraph station and which is not
equipped with a radiotelegraph auto alarm, end each passenger ship
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‘required by this part to be equipped with a radiotelegraph
station, shall, for safety purposes, carry at least two radio
officers.

- "(b) A cargo ship which in accordence with this part is
equipped with a radiotelegraph station, which is equipped with

a radiotelegraph auto alarm, shall, for safety purposes, carry

at least one radio officer who shall have had at least six months'
previous service in the aggregate as a radio officer in a station
on board a ship or ships of the United States.

"(¢) Each ship of the United States which in accoxrdance with
this part is equipped with a radiotelegraph station shall, while
being navigated in the open sea outside of a harbor or port, keep
a continuous watch by means of radio officers whenever the statlon
is not being used for authorized traffic: Provided, That in lieu
thereof, on & cargo ship equipped with a radiotelegraph auto
alarm in proper operating condition, a watch of at least eight hours
per day, in ‘the aggregate, shall be maintained by means of a rad io
officer. _

"(d) The Conmission shall, when it finds it necessary for
safety purposes, have sauthority to prescribe the particular hours
of watch on & ship of the United States vwhich in accordance with
this paxrt is equipped with a radiotelegraph station.

"(e) On all ships of 'bhe United States equipped with a radio-
telegraph auto alarm, said apparatus shall be in operation at all
times while the ship 1s being navigated in the cpen sea outside of a
harbor or port when the radio efﬁcer 1s not on watch." !

SEC. 5. Section 354 of such Act, as amended, is amended to read as

follows: _ :
. . |

"OPERATORS, WATCHES - RADIO TELEPHONE EQUIPPED SHIPS

"SEC. Fb4. (a) Each cargo ship which in accordance with this part
is equipped with s radiotelephone station shall, for safety purposes,
carry st least one operator who may' be the ma.ster , an officer ; O 8
nember of the crew.

"('b) Each cargo ship of the United. States which in accordance

with this part is equipped with a rediotelephone station shall,
while being navigated in the open sea outside of & harbor or port,
maintain continuous watch whenever the station is not being used for
authorized traffic.”
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SEC. 6. Section 355 of such Act, as smended, is smended to read
és follovs:
"PRCENICAL REQUIREMENTS -~ RADIOTELEGRAPH EQUIPPED SHIPS

"SEC. 355. The radiotelegraph station and the radic direction
finding apparatus required by section 351 of this part shall
comply with the following requirements:

"(a) The radiotelegraph station shall include a main installa-
tion and a reserve installation, electrically separate and :
electrically independent of each other: Provided, That, in
installations on cargo ships of 300 gross tons and upwards but
less than 1,600 gross tons, and in installations on cargo ships
of 1,600 gross tons and upwards installed prior to Noveuber 19,
1952, if the mein transmitter complies with all the requirements
for the reserve transmiltter, the latter may be omitted.

"(b) The radiotelegraph station shall be so located that no
haxrmful interference from extraneous mechanical or other noise
ill be caused to the proper reception of radio signals, and
shall be placed in the upper part of the shlp in a position of
the greatest possible safety and as high as practicable above
the deepest load waterline. The location of the radiotelegraph
operating room ox rooms shall be approved by the Commandant of
the Coast Cuard. The rediotelegraph installation shall be in-
stalled in such a position that it will be protected agaslnst the

- haxmful effects of water or extremes of temperature, asnd shall
be readily accessible both for Jjmmediate use in case of dlstress
and for repair. . :

- "(¢) The radiotelegraph operating room shall be of sufficlent
size and of adequate ventilation t¢ eneble the maln and reserve
radiotelegraph installations to be operated efficlently, and.
shall not be used for any purpose which will interfere with the
operation of the radiotelegraph station. The sleeping accommo-
dation of at least one radio officer shall be situated as near
as practicable to the radiotelegraph operating room. In ehips
the keels of which are laid on or after May 26, 1965, this
sleeping accommodation shall not be within the radiotelegraph
operating room.

"(d) The main and reserve installations shall be cepable of
transmitting end recelving on ithe frequencies, and using the
elagsses of emission, designated by the Comission pursuant to
law for the purposes of distress and safety of navigation.
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"(e) The main and reserve installations shall, when connected
to the main entenna, beve & minimum nommal range of two hundred
nauticel miles end one hundred nautical miles, respectively;
i.e., they must be capable of transmitting and receiving clearly
perceptible signels from shilp to ship by day and under normnal
conditions and circumstances over the specified ranges.

- "(£) Sufficient electrical energy shall be availsble at all
times to operate the main installation over the normsl range
required by subsection (e) of this section as well as for the
purpose of charging any batteries forming psrt of the radiotele~
graph statlon.

- "(g) The reserve installation shsll include a source of elec-

- trical energy independent of the propelling power of the ship and
of any other electricel system and shall be capable of being put
into operation rapidly and of working for at least six continuous
hours. The reserve source of energy and its switchboard shall be
as hlgh as practicable in the ship and readily esccesaible to the
radio officer.

"(h) There shall be provided be;’cween the bridge of the ship and
the radiotelegraph operating room, and between the bridge and the
location of the radio direction finding apparatus, when such
apparatus is not located on the bridge, an efficient two-way system
for calling and voice communication which shell be independent of
any other communication system in the ship.

"(1) The radio direction finding spparatus shall be efficient
and cgpable of receiving signals with the minimum of receiver noise
and of taking bearings froau which the true bearing and direction
may be determined. It shall be capable of receiving signales on
the radiotelegraph frequencies assigned by the Radlo Regulstions
annexed to the International Telecommunication Convention in force
for the purposes of distress, direction £inding, and maritime radio
beacons, and such other frequencies as the Comnission may for
safety purposes designate."

SEC. T. Section 356 of such Act, as amebﬂed, is smended to read
as follows: |
“TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS - RADIOTELEPHONE EQUIPPED, SHIPS
"SEC. 356. Cargo ships of 300 gross toms and upwards but less
than 1,600 gross tons may, in lieu of the radiotelegraph station

prescribed by section 355, be equipped with a radiotelephone
atation complying with the following requirvements:
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"(a) The radiotelephone station shall be in the upper part
of the ship, so located that it is sheltered to the greatest
possible extent from nolse which might impalr the correct re-
ception of messages and signals, and, unless such station is
‘situated on the bridge, there shall be efficient communication
‘with the bridge.

“(b) The radiotelephone installation shall be capable of
transmitting and receiving on the frequencies, and using the
classes of emission, designated by the Commission pursuant to
law for the purposes of distress and safety of navigation.

"(¢) The radiotelephone installetion shall have & minimum
normal range of one hundred and f£ifty neutical miles, i.e., it
8hell be capable of trensmitiing and receiving clearly per-
ceptible signals from ship to ship by day and under normasl
conditions and circumstances over this range.

“(d) There shall be available at all times a main source of
‘electrical energy sufficient to operate the installation over
the normal range required by subsection (c¢) of this section.

If batteries are provided they shall have sufficient capacity
to operate the transmitter and receiver for at least six con~
“tinuous hours under normal working condltions. In installations
made on or after November 19, 1952, a reserve source of electrical .
‘energy shall be provided in the upper part of the ship unless the
nain source of enexrgy is so situated. ;

SEC. 8. Section 357 of such Act, as amended, is amended to read

as followsE
"SURVIVAL CRAFT

"SEC. 357. Every ship required to be provided with survival
craft radio by treaty to which the United States is a party, by
statute, or by regulation made in conformity with a treaty, con-
vention, or statute, shall be fitted with efficient radio equip-
ment appropriate 4o such requirement under such rules and regu-
lations as the Commission may f£ind necessary for safety of life.
Por purposes of this section, 'radio equipment' sghall include
portable as well as nonportable apparatus.”

SEC. 9. Subsection (a) of section 359 of such Act, as omended,is

smended to read as follows:
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"SEC. 359. (a) The master of every ship of the United States,
equipped with radio transmitting apparstus, which meets with
dangerous lce, a dangerous derelict, & ftropical storm, or any
other direct danger to navigation, or encounters sub-freezing
air temperatures associated with gale force winds causing severe
ice accretion on superstructures; ox winds of force 10 or gbove
on the Beaufort scele for which no stom werning has been re-
ceived, shall cause 4o be transmitted all pertinent information
relating thexeto to ships in the vicinlty and to the appropriate
authorities on land, in accordance with rules and regulations
issued by the Camission. When they consider it necessary, such
authorities of the United States shall promptly bring the infor-
mation recelved by them to the knowledge of those concerned,
including interested foreign authorities".

SEG. 10, Section 361 of such Act; as amendéd, is amended to read
as fbllows:
"CERTIFICATES

“"SEC. 361. (&) Each vessel of the United States to which the
Safety Convention epplies shall comply with the radio and commu~
nication provisions of saild Convention at all times while the
vessel is in use, in addition to all other requirements of law,
and shall have on board an appropriate certificate as prescribed
by the Safety Convention.

"(b) Appropriate certificates goncerning the radio particulars
provided for in said Convention shall be issued upon proper re-
gquest to any vessel which is subject to the radic provisions of
the Safety Convention and is found by the Commission to comply
therewith. Cargo Ship Safety Radiotelegraphy Certificates, Cargo
Ship Safety Radiotelephony Certificates, and Exemption Certificates
with respect to redio particwlars shall be issued by the Coammise-
.alon. Other certificates concerning the radio particulars provided
for in the said Convention shall be issued by the Commendant of the
Coast Guard or whatever other sgency i1s authorized by law to do so
upon request of the Commission made after proper inspection or
“determination of the facts. If the holder of a certificate violates
the radio provisions of the Safety Convention or the provisions of
this Act, or the rules, regulations or conditions prescribed by the
Commission, and if the effective administration of the Safety Con-
vention or of this part so requires, the Commission, after hearing
in accordance with law, 1s authorized to modify or cancel a cer-
tificate which it has issued, or to request the modification or

esflgellatien of 5 eertifieate which hue been issusd by snothey
agency upon the Cammission's request.  Upon recelpt of such re-
guest for modification or cancellation, the Cammandsnt of the

Coast Guard, or whatever agency is authorized by law to do sgo, shall
modify or cancel the certificate in accordance therewith."
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